Figure Drawing Essentials Syllabus

INSTRUCTOR:

Jon Bolton
jonbolton.fa@gmail.com
www.jonboltonfa.com

DESCRIPTION:

A 6-session Figure Drawing workshop designed to improve drawings of the human form. Each
session contains a range of techniques involving measuring techniques and proportion control
based on anatomical information, culminating in a 3-session full-value drawing where students
draw the live model as accurately as possible. The final session is a critique in which students
and instructors walk through the strengths and weaknesses of the final drawing.

COURSE GOALS:

Students will be able to construct and identify the skeleton based on anatomical landmarks.
Students will be able to mannequinize the human body by identifying simple structures in
perspective. Students will learn to tackle difficult areas like the head, hands, knees, and feet
through step-by-step simple constructions. Students will practice refining line control and value
application (shading). Students will learn to use specific language to communicate visual
decisions and discuss strengths and weaknesses in the final drawing.

DATE/TIME: Saturdays and Sundays - 6:00pm - 9:00pm
[J Session 1: February 21
[ Session 2: February 22
[J Session 3: February 28
[J Session 4: March 1
[J Session 5: March 7
[J Session 6: March 8

Enrollment Deadline (Materials Included) : February 9
Enrollment Deadline: February 18

PAYMENT OPTIONS: ENROLL HERE
[J $220: Full Course
[0 $250: Full Course + All Materials Included
[J $220 (15% off): Referral - Enroll a friend. Both drawers receive 15% off full course

[J $250 (10% off): Referral - Enroll a friend. Both drawers receive 10% off full course + All
Materials Included



mailto:jonbolton.fa@gmail.com
http://www.jonboltonfa.com
https://www.jonboltonfa.com/figuredrawing.html

MATERIALS PROVIDED: unless opted in for “All Materials Included”

[J Easels

[CJ Drawing Horses

(] Tables

[J Vine/Willow Charcoal

[J Mechanical Eraser

[ Cotton Rags for Reduction

MATERIALS REQUIRED: All materials can be purchased locally @ Suburban Paint Co.

[J Hardboard or Drawing Board (Lowe’s / Home Depot for Cheap Option) CLICK HERE
[J Compressed Charcoal Sticks (General’'s) 2b, 4b, 6b

[J Charcoal Pencils (4b, 6b) (Recommend 2 of each)

[J Kneaded Eraser

(J Blending Stump CLICK HERE

SESION SCHEDULE:

Session 1(Feb 21):

Students will learn to control human proportions using a skeleton-based system crucial for
anatomical study and understanding the figure in space. Students will learn to identify bony
landmarks for an accurate way of mapping out the figure for drawing. Students will learn to use
short-hand measuring techniques to improve gesture drawing and deliberately place the figure
on the page (no more accidentally running off the page). Finally, students will learn to refine their
drawings with deliberate use of line weight/sensitivity to communicate a strong sense of form,
energy and overlap. Students will achieve these goals through construction of a skeletal
diagram, drawing from a live model, and demos/direction from the instructor.

Session 2(Feb 22):

Students will learn to construct the human head using the Andrew Loomis method to increase
the familiarity with the skull at any orientation, allowing better structure for portraiture and
recording the gaze of the figure. Students will learn to simplify the 3 major masses of the figure
based on anatomical landmarks, making for a more proportional and anatomically accurate
figure drawing. Students will learn to mannequinize the figure into simple forms to establish
perspective of extremities moving through space. Finally, students will learn techniques for
simplifying ‘tricky areas’ like hands, feet, and knees, based on anatomical landmarks. Students
will achieve these goals through drawing from a live model and direction/demos from the
instructor.

Session 3(Feb 28):
Students will begin a long-form drawing of the live-model. Students will prioritize composition,


https://www.suburbanpaintco.com/
https://www.homedepot.com/pep/1-8-in-x-2-ft-x-4-ft-Tempered-Hardboard-Project-Panel-342/205748684?source=shoppingads&locale=en-US&fp=ggl&pla=&mtc=SHOPPING-CM-CML-GGL-D21-021_001_PLYWOOD-NA-NA-NA-PMAX-7847106-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-NA-NEW-PMAX-BidTest&cm_mmc=SHOPPING-CM-CML-GGL-D21-021_001_PLYWOOD-NA-NA-NA-PMAX-7847106-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-NA-NEW-PMAX-BidTest-20449931004--&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=20046765784&gbraid=0AAAAADq61Uclu1vZ9FtZydhAHszwzs1FM&gclid=Cj0KCQiAyP3KBhD9ARIsAAJLnnbG5jZhGMbJQKBB_9npkhxcFV4oZ6B73-c3ldiyGvl_9PzB5VXfe_0aAoyFEALw_wcB
https://www.hobbylobby.com/art-supplies/drawing-illustration/sharpeners-tools/assorted-blending-stumps-tortillons/p/80741188?srsltid=AfmBOoq0TAkdyk2Yv0cYaDm6WoxrNQMfk9AOKkRdyacsBAZCv40FGWjTtyM

gesture, proportion, and finish with a strong contour drawing. Students will learn classical /
baroque techniques of conducting a block-in to shade the figure with accurate light and shadow
(chiaroscuro). Students will lose the block-in method to shade the figure and maintain unified
values.

Session 4(Mar 1):

Students will learn to identify the components of an 8-part value structure and shadow
behaviors, increasing the ability to record and design values with a higher level of competence
and confidence. Students will continue working on long form-drawing with direction/demos from
the instructor.

Session 5(Mar 7):

Students will complete their long-pose drawing and learn to refine them with textures, edge
control, and accurate halftones. Students will achieve these goals through drawing from a live
model with demos/direction from the instructor.

Session 6(Mar 8):

On Sunday, students will meet for a Q&A and final critique. As a group, students will examine
and explain strengths and weaknesses of all completed drawings for maximum feedback. This
will also serve students by forcing them to use visual language to elaborate on very specific
visual decisions.

STUDIO EXPECTATIONS:

Students are expected to exhibit strong studio etiquette made clear by the instructor. Common
reminders are:

No photographing the model for any reason.

Do not touch the model.

Consider easel placement and visibility of your studiomates.

Oye Studios is a place of work, please do not touch studio artists’ work or materials.

Please clean up any charcoal dust or debris after each session.



